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his class, had hoped to make a figure by putting himself at
the head of his more ignorant neighbours, and it was thus
that he had been elected an officer of the National Guard of the
Faubourg Saint-Antoine, and he was promoted for his services
on August 10 to be commandant of the section of the Buttes des
Moulins.  From this command he had been chosen, on May 30,
by the insurrectionary Commune, to be commandant-general of
the National Guard of Paris in the place of Santerre.    He had
only held this office for two days, and he felt that he must now
justify his appointment.    He agreed with the insurrectionary
commune that the Convention should be blockaded by armed
men, and forced to send before the Eevolutionary Tribunal
the Committee of Twelve, the twenty-two denounced Girondins,
and the two  ministers,   Claviere and Lebrun.    It was also
decided  that until  such  a  decree  was   passed,  no   deputy
should  be  allowed  to  leave  the Tuileries.    The  troops  he
could best depend upon were the German Legion of Kosenthal,
which had been  recruited  from  foreigners living in Paris,
and contained most of the Swiss guards who had not perished
on August  10,  and was now  under orders for La Vendee,
where it distinguished itself by its fury and  debauchery.
At the most   important points  these  Swiss and Germans
were to be stationed,  and for the rest Hanriot collected a
large body of sans-culottes, who were hired at forty sous
a day to form a special force under his orders.    There was
no particular wish  to join him until the forty sous were
offered, but,   on   the other  hand,  there was no tendency
whatever shown by any of the bourgeois in the National
Guard to interfere with his proceedings.    Madame  Roland,
however, reports a conversation she had upon this very day
with some sans-culottes, who openly professed their joy that
the calumniators of Paris were at last to be arrested.1

In   the Convention for some hours  on June 2  every-
thing went on as usual with reports from the armies and
ordinary business, which included the news of the capture of
Fontenay-le-Comte by the Vend^ans, and of the insurrection
1 Dauban's edition of Madame Roland^